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A commitment to youth and a 
passion for education – arguably the 
two, most important attributes one 
must possess to accomplish the goals 
of NSBE’s pre-college initiative. The 
Dallas Metroplex Alumni Extension 
chapter is fortunate to have a PCI co-
chair who exemplifies both 
characteristics. She is Jennifer 
Carpenter. 
 
The youngest of three, Jennifer is a 
proud native of Fort Worth, Texas. 
With the exception of the years she 
attended Prairie View A&M 
University, Jennifer has resided in Fort 
Worth. “I am Texas born and bred,” 
she said. 
 
Jennifer graduated from Prairie View 
in December 2006, having majored in 
civil engineering and minored in 
mathematics. She originally wanted to 
be a pediatrician. The decision to forgo 
pediatrics was influenced by her 

difficulty coping with the imminent 
death of a family member. 
 
“My mother’s father was in the 
hospital. He was pretty much dying 
and I couldn’t walk in the room,” 
she said.  
 
It was during this time that 
Jennifer’s mother reminded her that 
as a medical professional, she 
would be required to face death on 
a regular basis. Thus, she 
considered alternative college 
majors, and in doing so, her interest 
in math and science led to the 
decision to pursue engineering.  
 
Jennifer considered mechanical 
engineering and chemical 
engineering, but ultimately chose to 
major in civil engineering after 
talking to civil engineers employed 
with the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

More About Jennifer 
 

• Favorite color: Red 
• Favorite apparel store: Express 
•  Favorite movie: “Brown Sugar” 
•  Favorite TV show: “The Golden Girls”
•  Favorite music artist: TI or Fred 

Hammond 
•  If I inherited $1M, the first thing I 

would do is: Pay My Tithes 
•  Past or present role model: My Parents 
•  Favorite pastime: Sleeping 
•  Number of siblings: 2 
•  Nickname: Jenny 
•  Place I must visit before I die: Italy 
•  Favorite season of the year: Spring 
•  Favorite athlete: Kobe Bryant 
• Biggest pet peeve: Bad Hygiene 
• Favorite Sport: Basketball 
• Favorite actor or actress: Will Smith 
• Birth month and day: November 13 
• If I had to be stranded on a deserted 

island for one month, the one thing I 
would take with me is: My Purse  

• I am passionate about: Fashion, 
Family, Kids, Education 

• Favorite dessert: Snow Cone 
• Favorite holiday: My Birthday

FOCUS ON: 

Jennifer Carpenter 
PCI Co-Chair, Dallas Metroplex Alumni Extension Chapter 

Jennifer Carpenter, NSBE-DMAE 
Pre-College Initiative co-chair 

  
Jennifer works for the Texas 
Department of Transportation, a state 
agency primarily responsible for the 
design, construction, and maintenance 
of the state’s immense highway 
system. She works in TxDOT’s central 
Dallas area office as a designer, in 
which she is responsible for the design 
and management of all aspects of 
assigned projects. Most gratifying for 
Jennifer in her employ at TxDOT is 
that the end result of her work has 
practical application in people’s lives. 
“I love the fact that what we’re doing 
is actually being used everyday. 
Everyone uses a highway at some 
point of the day,” she said. 
 
Jennifer’s affiliation with NSBE began 
on the alumni level when she joined 
DMAE in the spring of this year. The 
initial impetus for joining DMAE was 

that it would provide her with a 
platform to network with peers. 
However, it quickly became apparent 
that she would be a perfect fit to help 
grow the chapter’s pre-college 
initiative, given her passion for 
education and her previous service as a 
mentor.  
 
Under Jennifer’s leadership as PCI co-
chair, three NSBE-Jr. chapters have 
been established – Tarrant County, 
Northwest Dallas, and Townview. In 
July, the PCI team took 20 students to 
Prairie View to participate in the 
Region V Summer Camping 
Conference. And in September, 
Jennifer coordinated the most 
successful local Try-Math-A-Lon 
competition in recent memory. The 
event netted exemplary student,  
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Jennifer Carpenter  CONGRATULATIONS 
The Dallas Metroplex Alumni Extension Chapter’s 
recognition program serves to acknowledge the outstanding 
contributions of its members. Congratulations to these recent 
award recipients: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jennifer Carpenter 

July/August Executive Board 
Member of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julius Hudson 
September Executive Board 

Member of the Month 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nick Cathey 
September Member of the Month 

(Continued from Page 3) 
 
volunteer, and corporate 
participation. 
 
TMAL was the first event 
Jennifer ever coordinated. That 
experience helped to further 
develop her leadership skills.  
She qualifies leadership first 
and foremost as a commitment 
to task. Leadership is also 
about challenging complacency 
by developing fresh ideas and 
innovative approaches to doing 
business. “Just because it hasn’t 
been done before doesn’t mean 
it shouldn’t be done, or because 
it’s already been done this way 
we should always do it this 
way,” she said.  
 
Jennifer has a special 
connection with PCI primarily 
because of the target audience 
the program seeks to cultivate. 
Exposing students to 
engineering and mathematics, 
while simultaneously keeping 
them engaged is her ultimate 
goal as PCI co-chair. “I just 
want the students to like it 
[PCI] so much that they would 
tell their friends about it,” she 
said.  
 
And to some degree this has 
already been achieved 
considering the number of 
students Jennifer works with 
continues to increase – due in 

no small part to student word-
of-mouth. 
 
Within five years, Jennifer 
hopes to obtain her professional 
engineer certification. Also 
within this time frame she 
would like to pursue either a 
master’s degree or a second 
bachelor degree. She has an 
interest in optometry, which 
presents another option – 
enrolling in optometry school. 
At present, this option is most 
appealing. 
 
As is consistent with many, if 
not all, native Texans, Jennifer 
takes great pride in being from 
the Lone Star State. While she 
is ambivalent about living 
beyond Texas borders, any 
location worthy of 
consideration would have to be 
in the South because it would 
remind her of home. Her 
attachment to the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex is for reasons 
that include: the region’s 
extraordinary growth, the 
plethora of restaurants that 
cater to diverse taste, and the 
reasonable cost of living. But 
the factor that governs above 
all is her family – most of the 
family resides in the Metroplex.  
 
“I love Texas,” she said. NSBE 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD... 
 

NOVEMBER 
11:  General Body Meeting 
15:  SAT Tutoring at SMU 

 

DECEMBER 
NSBE Christmas Party (Date Pending) 

 

**SPECIAL NOTICE** 
NO GENERAL BODY MEETING IN DECEMBER. 
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WITH SINCERE THANKS! 
Try-Math-A-Lon is primarily supported by financial and in-kind donations from companies and 

organizations. NSBE-DMAE acknowledges our business partners for their generous support of the 
local TMAL competition. We also proudly recognize the extraordinary support of the TMAL volunteers.

 
 Each year NSBE-DMAE awards scholarships to exemplary 

students. These scholarships will be awarded at our end of 
the year gala in April 2009. Help us meet our goal. 

PLEASE DONATE 
TO THE NSBE-DMAE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SEND DONATIONS TO: 
NSBE-DMAE | P.O. BOX 542831 | DALLAS, TX 75354 

Make Checks Payable to: NSBE AE Dallas 
- or - 

BRING DONATIONS TO THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP GOAL = $5000

$1,125.00 

$3,875.00

$0.00

$1,000.00

$2,000.00

$3,000.00

$4,000.00

$5,000.00

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amt Raised Amt Remaining

National Society of Black Engineers 
Dallas Metroplex Alumni Extension Chapter 

P.O. Box 542831|Dallas, TX 75354|info@nsbedfw.org 
http://www.nsbedfw.org 

NSBE-DMAE TMAL Volunteers: Front Row (left to right) – Brooke Robertson, 
Clarelle Johnson, Jennifer Carpenter, and Jakeja Stewart. Back Row (left to 
right) – Michael Dyer (Lockheed Martin AE), Jarvis Chambers, Malcolm Player, 
Kennard Toombs, Larry Veal Jr., Tony Irvin, and Mariol Charles. Not pictured: 
Marachel Knight and Julius Hudson. 
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